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SUBJECT: ECLA MEETING, SAN JOSE, APRIL 15-19 IN 

PREPARATION FOR WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 065938 

SUMMARY: PERU NONCOMMITTAL, BUT NOT BELIEVED LIKELY 
TO SUPPORT U.S. POSITION. 

1. FOREIGN OFFICE INDICATED APRIL 9 THAT PERUVIAN 
DELEGATE TO CONFERENCE WILL BE AMBASSADOR TO COSTA 
RICA JOSE ALBARADO SANCHEZ, THIS REPRESENTED CHANGE 
FROM UNOFFICIAL POSITION PREVIOUS DAY WHEREBY TWO 
OFFICERS FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY EXPECTED TO ATTNED. 

2. EMBOFF ON APRIL 8 INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICERS WHO THEN ANTICIPATED ATTENDING CONFERENCE 
OF U.S. DELEGATION AND VIEWS, BUT DID NOT MENTION 
LIKELY OPPOSING VIEWS OF ANY THIRD COUNTRY. FONMIN 
OFFICERS GAVE NO REACTION AND WERE NOT FORTHCOMING ON 
PERUVIAN POSITION, INDICATING POPULATION COMMISSION 
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DELEGATION. COMMISSION ALSO SAID TO BE DRAFING 
GENERAL POPUALTION POLICY FOR PRESENTATION LATER IN 
MONTH TO PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COUNCIL WHICH AFTER 
APPROVAL AND/OR MODIFICATION, WOULD PRESENT IT TO 
CABINET. ON PARIL 9 SAME SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
PREVIOUS DAY S MEETING HAD NOT APPROVED INSTRUCTIONS 
TO DELEGATE, BUT HAD MERELY CHARGED COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT WITH DRAFTING GUIDLINES, WHICH WOULD BE 
SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED AND TRANSMITTED TO DELEGATE, 
HOPEFULLY PRIOR TO CONFERENCE. PRIOR SUCH APPROVAL, 

HE UNWILLING TO DISCUSS PERUVIAN POSITION WITH EMBOFF. 

3. PERU SEEMS UNLIKELY TO PLAY LEADING ROLE AT 
SAN JOSE CONFERENCE OR AT OTHER MEETINGS ON POPULATION 
THEME PENDING ADOPTION NATIONAL POPULATION POLICY. 
HOWEVER, PERU'S GENERAL NATIONALISTIC POLICY AND 
EXTREME SENSITIVEITY TO ANY INFRINGEMENT ON NATIONAL 
PREROGATIVES, ITS MILITARY GOVERNMENT S GEOPOLITICAL 
VIEW OF A LARGE POPULATION AS AN ELEMENT OF STRENGTH, 
BELIEF THAT PERU MUST POPULATE ITS AMAZON TO DEFEND 
IT AGAINST BRAZILIAN EXPANSION, AND RECENT GOVERN- 
MENT ATTACKS ON IPPF AND ITS LOCAL AFFILIATE DO NOT 
INDICATE MUCH LIKELIHOOD OF PERUVIAN SUPPORT FOR U.S. 
POSITION. WHEN PERU'S POPULATION POLICY IS DEFINED, 

IT WILL PROBABLY ACTIVELY SUPPORT BRAZILIAN AND 
ARGENTINE POSITION, AND IN MEANTIME MAY GIVE PASSIVE 
SUPPORT TO PRO-NAT ALIST GROUP AT SAN JOSE. 

BARNEBEY 
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